This summer, we are again offering
camps for children, which if carried
on could one day even make
a difference in society. A child,
experienced but not considered
particularly special, could one day
become highly successful.

A Hope in the Dark
June – August 2011

Thanks
From Emanuel and his family, immigrants from French Guinea.
We want to thank the Maj-Lis Foundation for what they sent us.
After four years apart from their father, my children were allowed
to come here. You touched my children’s hearts – they needed winter
clothes and they got them.
”We must have got a family in Portugal too”, said my children.

We want to express our gratitude to all of you who give your
support to the visions of the Foundation, namely through
practical deeds which give the poor and desperate
A Hope in the Dark.
Give a gift to the Maj-Lis Foundation!
The Foundation thanks for the gifts received. The gifts are used to help more people.
Foundations Gift Account:

IBAN: SE1395000099602609004995
BIC/SWIFT: NDEASESS
Bankadress: Nordeabank Sweden, SE 105 73 Stockholm
If you send an email to maj-lis@johansson.com we can make sure you keep recieving

Layout: Pilar Albuquerque
Ilustration: Maj-Lis. Foto: Pilar Albuquerque, Hari Atanasov.
Translation: Inga Gullander, Catriona Glasgow

Thanks
from one of our distribution centers;
We were all fascinated when we opened the boxes, particularly when we
saw all the useful clothes, chosen for people who deserve the very best
as well, just like anybody else. We could sense the love behind them.

Portugal today
Lately, Portugal has often been in the headlines, mainly in connection with the
economic crisis. President Cavaco Silva said in his speech to the nation when it
became clear that Portugal could not manage without a foreign loan: - Now we have

an opportunity to change our lives,
but it will not be free of charge.

Continued on Page 3

June 2011
Dear supporter
Having a vision and a dream is one thing, but to realize it,
is something else.
God has dreams that he wants us to realize. One of them is that
we help each other more, so that our world can become better.
Which part of the population does he want, according to the
Bible, us to work with? His answer in Zechariah 11:16 is:
visit those who are dying, look for those who are lost,
take care of the wounded, give the healthy people
wholesome food and carry those who cannot walk. In the
same book,7:8-9, he says; be honest and fair and do not
take bribes and be merciful and kind to everyone and
do not oppress widows and orphans, strangers and poor
people, and do not devise evil against each other.
Your ancestors did not listen to this message. They
turned stubbornly away and put their fingers in
their ears to keep them from hearing me God,
the Lord Almighty. I called but they refused to
listen so when they cried to me, I turned away.
The greatest dream of God was hidden in a secret
that was only revealed 2011 years ago. Within
and through his son and his innocent death,
Jesus expiated God’s anger at the sin and
delivered us people from the prison of our
mistakes. With great pleasure we spread his
word as it gives results.
Today, for example, Graça, one of our fellow
workers, tells us about her recent visit to a
prison. Her words come gushing and her face shines from
happiness: António, the one I mentioned who eventually got leave
fitted with an electronic tag and a chain around his legs so
that he couldn’t leave the apartment, was able to visit his
mother´s home during her final days. Now, back in prison, locked
up within the walls, he says: Now I am free at last. Earlier I
lived in freedom, but I was stuck
with my addiction - now I am a
prisoner, but
only now I am a
free man, after
having turned to
my mother´s God.

News from Portugal

cont. from page 1

Now we have an opportunity to change our lives, but it is not free of
charge. The money is not a donation, but a loan. Settling the debt will
greatly affect the way we live. We will have to create conditions in order
to free us from this debt. If we do not succeed within three years, our
situation will be worse than ever.
Many of us will have to economize and choose what is really essential
to buy. We shall have to manage with what we can produce at home and
not import. Other people have believed in us and relied on us. Now we
shall have to recreate confidence in us. We have to seize the opportunity
to change our lives now, said the president finally in his speech, adding:
Working more and saving more is the responsibility of the state and the
individual.
Not only the university trained but also the poor, who are illiterate
like their parents, are affected when companies close or move to other
countries. Unemployment is higher than ever, about 700 000 without a
job. And every day this number is increased by hundreds more, who feel
ashamed and hardly dare to show themselves. The shops are emptier and
many have closed. The few customers who come, buy less than ever.
Mixed with lovely sunny days we have forest fires and flash floods.

Anxiety about the future can be noted in many ways. This became
especially noticeable in Fatima, a little village north of Lisbon, when for
one day´s celebration in May, two hundred and fifty thousand gathered
to salute, with waving handkerchiefs, the image of Mary carried around
by the priests. A TV interview showed us that everyone from the gravely
sick to mothers of addicts were seeking hope there, where the fourth
largest church in the world stands.

