A Hope in the Dark
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His life (Christ’s) is the light that shines through the darkness
– and the darkness can never extinguish it
John 1:5

More camps this summer!

The first now taking place is
the camp in Albarraque. Last
year that camp turned out to be
very special. The camp in Chelas
will finish just before the autumn
term starts, in September (that is,
if they are attending school,
which is often not the case).
A huge and warm thank you to those who sent a gift, or maybe several. There is still
time to be a sponsor. The cost per child (accommodation, food, material, insurance,
transport, etc) depends on how much help we can give practically. At the beginning of
May we received a consignment from Antwerp. Fabian had worked a long time in
preparation. We got cereals and sanitary products, children’s clothes and shoes, just in
time for the camps. The final sum per child is 77 Euro, but we hope to be able to cut the
price further. Every child, or person responsible for a child, must pay at least 10 Euros.
That way we know they will show up on the first day. Ten Euros is a lot for those who
have no income at all, but if they make the effort, they do not want to lose it.
(Nevertheless, there are children who cannot even contribute 10 Euros.)

On www.maj-lis.org you can read more about Chris, Fabien, Siloam Christian
Ministries and ACRAS.
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We are most excited about the camp
that is planned near the airport. Over there in Chelas, there live almost only
poor, unemployed people as we mentioned in connection with ACRAS in our
last Newsletter. To be able to do work on prevention and not only trying to cure
the addicts, seems important. To work together with the children, to give them
the best we know, we do hope will save them from having to live as sadly as
many that they see daily around them. We pray with Psalm 119:66
Read also Eph, 4:28

Imagine our happiness when the exact chair that was requested, was
found, even with the same upholstery as in the picture Cesar’s wife
had sent us. In the photo, we have delivered the chair to his home and
the physiotherapist José Pedro takes over and wheels it to Cesar.

Read more on page 2

Dear friends,

Carcavelos, July 2013

After all
these years, we
often receive
lots of different
kinds of inquiry.
So, for instance,
we got one from
the SWEA Association in
Lisbon. “Lennart” in Sweden
had heard about a paralysed
man in Portugal who needed a
wheelchair. The response from
SWEA was “as an organization
SWEA Lisbon cannot help you.
What we can do is forward your
request to Maj-Lis Johansson
who runs a Foundation here
in Portugal and who hopefully
can tell you what to do.
If you want to learn more about the Foundation, go to
www.maj-lis.org ”
Now the problem is solved. What was needed was a comfort
wheelchair for a man outside Lisbon, who at the age of 46,
4 years ago, suffered a stroke that confined him to his bed
with a feeding tube in his throat, but otherwise totally
lucid.
I asked the homes in Bicesse and Almerim to check their
storerooms and look for this type of chair as Cesar´s wife
Feliciana had seen that a Swedish firm manufactured them and
had sent a picture of it. Image our happiness when the exact
chair that was requested was found, even with
the same upholstery as in the picture his wife
had sent. In the photo here we have delivered
the chair to his home and the physiotherapist
José Pedro takes over and wheels it to Cesar.
Thank you for believing in us
and our motives and our vision and
sponso us and pray for us.
Maj-Lis Johansson
Av. Anibal F da Silva 319, R/C
P-2775-692 CARCAVELOS, Portugal

Tel +351 214 560 147
MB +351 936 465 389
www.maj-lis.org

News from Portugal
St. Julian´s School had
already begun
collecting books when
we were asked if we
could suggest anyone who would
make sure they were donated to
children in Africa. Fantastic, I
thought, exactly what Chris needs
in Mozambique. On June 5, Chris
arrived with a big car lent to him,
and we went together to collect the
boxes of books. Chris was
prepared to send the parcels by
post, but that soon became
unnecessary as part of
a container was donated.
So Chris and the
Foundation can now send
both the books and other
things awaiting transport.
Luisa grateful for help she has received.
The Foundation was founded in 1988, 25 years ago.
At that time, we had already almost twenty years’
experience of helping people in our neighbourhood.
It has been an exciting experience to follow the
development of individuals into a better life. Even
though the refugee camps and slums have mostly
been moved and almost disappeared, we have happy
encounters, for instance in the middle of the shopping centre, where Luisa
calls out, overjoyed. Now she is 74 years old, suffers from diabetes, has
nine sons and one daughter, 21 grandchildren and a sick husband. Her
eldest son died in a traffic accident five years ago, she tells me, but all of
them, except her youngest son, have jobs. They have learnt how to “set
to” and work hard, and have jobs now in spite of the hard times. Come
with me to my home, please madam, Luisa says over and over again.
Address to Foundation:
Gunnel Sjöholm
Andréevägen 33
S-554 66 Jönköping, Sweden

Tel + 46 36 14 03 60
MB + 46 70 489 34 13
styrelsen@maj.lis.org

