Many children, who we have helped, drop out of school after a few weeks.
They have to look after younger sisters and brothers or watch out for the
police, while the parent sells from his box in the street. Daily, we struggle for
money that will enable the children to get material for their studies in the
schools.

Education is offered to all children in Portugal. But, not everbody can afford to
accept it. They have o pay their pencils, stationary, books and school
uniforms. For parents with hardly any income at all, it is easy to drop the
children´s schooling.

The camps to which we send the children, contribute positively to the
motivation of the young people. They struggle even though nobody
else in the shed is able to read.

The other day, a toothless and limp mother told me with pride that her
daughter had been admitted to the medical faculty. In spite of having an
artificial leg after a cancer operation, she was prepared to help others, just like
she herself had been helped.The computer we had supplied had opened a
door.

The computer – opened a door out of
pover ty

Without help, many children would never be able to go to school nor
leave the slums. Portugal still has a very high illiteracy rate.
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A Merry Christmas!

We send you as a family our wishes for

Tel +351 214 560 147
Fax 0014127743763
Maj-Lis@Johansson.com

We will soon
celebrate
Christmas and
remember how God
gave us his son
Jesus as the Savior of the world. At Christmas we want to
do something for others, and this Christmas we think
specially of the children, both in Portugal and those we
help in Bulgaria. We need to contribute to their Christmas
celebration for as many poor children as possible and
their parents, who need transport etc.

I pray that I may be able to share with others the need
for people’s
welfare, so that
you will want to
participate in
the planting of
faith, hope and
love in people
who have lost
even the very
zest for life.

In the first place I want to thank you for all you have
done: filling up the aid consignments to the Foundation,
giving money to keep the activity going and enabling
practical help to people, and giving us encouragement and
spiritual support. Without all these things we would not
have been able to accomplish so much.

Christmas letter 2006
Dear friends,
Thank you for making it possible for us to work
in Portugal and other parts of the world. Many among you
who read this little letter, have supported us, Eskil and
me, for many years in our endeavor to spread the good news
and to help people to get back on their feet again.

Address to Foundation:

Gunnel & Roland Sjöholm
Andréevägen 33
S-554 66 Jönköping, Sweden

gunnelochroland@glocalnet.net

Tel +46 36 - 14 03 60

During Christmas we want
to do something extra and
during Christmas 2006 we
think especially of the
underprivileged children.

Magadalena Olsson

God is free of charge. This does not mean that what God gives is free, but
for us it is priceless! As a matter of fact, God has already bought us.

Behind all the stalls, hotels and restaurants I
come to a vast open place, which people cross, crawling on their knees
There are special kneepads for sale! Everything is business. I walk around
with tears in my eyes and a heavy heart, thinking that they miss the whole
point!

The vast square where Fátima is
celebrated in Portugal.

Pilgrims from the whole world come here.
In the beginning of the 20th century, three
children are said to have had an apparition
of the virgin Maria, and later this huge
Fátima-sanctuary was built.

The name of the hotel is “Light of the World”… In the shops they sell
everything, from sacramental calices of pure gold to statues of the virgin for
thousands of pounds to small plastic crosses and knick-knacks. I can
imagine Jesus reacting as when he cleaned out the temple. He makes a whip
out of little pieces of rope and drives out everybody and everything.

A visit to Fátima

